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the launching pad
With C. MERVYN MAXWELL
Department of Religion, Union College, Lincoln, Nebraska

Q. I am interested in religion in Russia. Whenever I read about it, I notice that many Orthodox
churches are still open, and that the Baptists and
Seventh-day Adventists in Moscow, who apparently
use the same edifice on alternate days, pack the
building for each meeting. Is there more religious
freedom in Russia than we sometimes permit ourselves to think?

A. In the February 3, 1968, America, Michael
Bourdeaux, author of Religious Ferment in Russia,
gives tragic evidence that such religious freedom
as exists in Russia is definitely circumscribed.
Certain denominations do have legal standing,
but this is only on condition that they do not attempt
to win converts outside the church building.
After several years of internal agitation Baptists
in Russia experienced a division in 1965, a considerable group of them separating from the main body
on the basis that the church should make a more
vigorous attempt to win converts.
More than four hundred of these crusading Baptists have been arrested and imprisoned. Two hundred of them, arrested between 1961 and 1964,
were released in 1965, but more than two hundred
are still being held, and information about them has
come to light as a result of an appeal which they
have addressed to the United Nations.
The Soviet constitution guarantees the right of
parents to bring up their children in their own faith,
but in practice this right is denied. Author Bourdeaux
states, "Not only are classes in religion savagely
penalized and the production of Christian literature
for children banned; parents who attempt to teach
their children privately have them forcibly removed
and sent to boarding schools" where they can be
brought up as atheists.
Michael Bourdeaux is an Episcopalian. It is refreshing to see his appeal for freedom featured in a
Jesuit periodical.
Q. I am a junior nursing student. I was very
disappointed in your answer to the question in the
September-October, 1967, issue, as to why you
oppose persecution. I would like to present a better
answer which I gained from one of my teachers:
Christians ought to oppose religious suppression
because Christ commissioned us to tell everyone
the gospel message and as yet not everyone has
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been told it, and if even five more minutes of freedom to tell them can be secured, one soul reached
and saved, we should do all in our power to gain
this extra time, not for our own sakes, but for theirs.
[Michigan]

A. Indeed I have often used this all-embracing
reason for promoting religious freedom. I did not
use it in the particular answer to which you refer,
however, because I thought the questioner was more
concerned with his thesis that the Sabbath is of no
more significance than rings and candles, than he
was with the basic issue of religious freedom.
But thank you for your contribution.
Q. I have heard that a Jehovah's Witness died
not long ago in a Seventh-day Adventist hospital,
because she would not accept a blood transfusion.
Could you give me more details? How do Adventists
look on blood transfusions?

A. The tragic story is all too true.
A forty-six-year-old mother did hemorrhage to
death from a bleeding ulcer after spending four
days in the Seventh-day Adventist North York
Branson Hospital in Ontario, Canada. Her husband
and her two children stood outside in the hall weeping as her life ebbed away.
According to administrators of the 500-bed hospital, a minor operation would have corrected the
situation, but blood transfusions would have been
required to prepare her for this surgery.
The hospital found itself confronted with a moral
crisis. According to Religious News Service, the hospital administrator said afterward, "On the one
hand, we do not permit patients to commit suicide.
On the other, we recognized that here was a sacred
area—the domain of one's conscience—which no
one ought to invade."
In Canada, as in the United States, a minor child
from a Jehovah's Witness family who needs a tranfusion can be legally declared a ward of the court
and in this capacity be ordered to receive the transfusion and then returned to the custody of its parents. Adults, however, cannot be so treated. The
attorney general of the province of Ontario informed the hospital administrators after the woman
had died that if they had gone ahead with the
transfusion they could have been sued and charged
with assault.
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